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Back to the

WILD
The SanWild Wildlife Rehabilitation 
Sanctuary offers threatened animals 
a second chance in a majestic, wild 
environment. By choosing to take a 
safari with them, you help fund the 
rescue and rehabilitation of more 
animals. By Lisa Johnston.
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It’s difficult to imagine what must have gone through 

Tonga’s head when he arrived in Africa and saw its vast 

open plains for the first time. He’d never known the 

 luxury of space or frolicked in the inviting waters of a 

dam. Having spent his life confined to a cage, watered 

down by hose and made to perform under the bright  

lights of a French circus, it’s easy to see why the bull 

hippo was bewildered by his newfound freedom.

When he arrived at SanWild Wildlife Rehabilitation 

Sanctuary in Limpopo, he’d initially seek out human 

interaction, ambling the four-odd kilometres from his 

dam to the manager’s house, where he’d hang out 

until someone took notice. He’d also head off on 

walks into the reserve and get hopelessly lost. 

Getting him back to the water was a massive 

task that involved herding him with a vehicle 

until he tired, at which stage he’d have to be 

hosed down to cool off before resuming the 

walk back. He eventually settled, however, 

and established his territory at the dam. By 

the time Aldo, another circus refugee, arrived a few  

months later, Tonga had obviously decided to impart his  

newfound wisdom that fat boys like themselves were better 

off wallowing and lazing and doing what hippos do best.

The two immediately became firm friends and to see them 

splashing and grazing you’d never believe they hadn’t always 

been a part of this gorgeous landscape. 

Tonga and Aldo are just a small part of the family of success 

stories at SanWild and it’s for this reason that a visit to one of 

the sanctuary’s two private bush camps is so special. You get 

to experience the best of the bush on morning and evening 

game drives, and have the satisfaction of witnessing the 

successful rehabilitation of animals into the wild. 

 A recent recruit that is of particular pride to the SanWild 

staff is Sid, a nine-month-old pangolin. Sid and his mother 

were brought to the sanctuary after they were confiscated in 

Tzaneen in August last year from a man who was attempting 

to sell them as monitor lizards. The sanctuary tried to keep 

mom and baby together, but after two days they noticed Sid 

You’ll hear countless heart-
warming tales of how particular 
animals were saved from canned 
hunters, poachers, general  
ignorance and cruelty

Wildlife conservation  Limpopo

was rapidly losing weight and becoming dehydrated. The 

mother had probably lost her milk as a result of the stress of 

captivity and a decision was made to release the pair. But Sid 

was just too weak to grip onto his mother and she lost 

interest in him, so only she was released. 

He’s become probably the first pangolin to be successfully 

hand reared, growing from a mere 300 grams to almost two 

kilograms. His rehabilitation currently involves daily walks 

and he’s learning to catch ants and forage for himself.

And this is what a visit to SanWild is all about. You’ll  

hear countless heartwarming tales of how particular  

animals were saved from canned hunters, poachers,  

general ignorance and cruelty.

Added to the satisfaction of a visit to a top-class safari venue 

is the knowledge that the money you spend will be ploughed 

into the rescue and rehabilitation of wild animals. The trust that 

funds the sanctuary has no beneficiaries other than the animals 

and the protection of the land they live on in perpetuity.          

 Travel planner overleaf 

opposite: Tonga, the 11-year-old circus retiree auditions for the 
hap ... hap ... happiest hippo award. Above: Kariba, (pictured here) a 
hand-raised giraffe has found new love in the reserve. Kariba and mom 
Sindisa were rescued after Sindisa was caught in a poacher’s snare. Three-
week-old Kariba’s heart stopped during capture and she had to be resuscitated. 
She’s now thriving and should produce her first calf later this year.
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Getting there
From Johannesburg, take the 

N1 north to Polokwane. Get 

onto the R71 to Haenertsburg, 

then follow the R528 towards 

Tzaneen. Get onto the R71 to 

Gravelotte, but don’t turn into 

the town; instead take the next 

dirt road left and SMS the 

reception so they know to  

collect you from the gate.

 

Where to stay
 For those who prefer to 

fend for themselves, the luxury, 

Bukisa Tented Camp offers 

four electrified, en suite tents 

alongside a central lounge, 

dining and pub area. There’s 

also a fully equipped kitchen 

and a rock pool. The camp, 

which sleeps up to 10 people, 

is booked out in its entirety. 

Self-catering rates are R5 000 

a night for the camp. 

 Set in a cool, green gar-

den with a swimming pool, the 

Savannah Private Bush Camp 

comprises four thatched luxury 

chalets with en suite bathrooms 

and DStv (odds are you’ll opt 

for nature’s telly and spend time 

watching the animals at the 

waterhole, just 80 metres from 

the dining area and veranda). 

The camp can host up to 10 

people. Meals are delicious  

and shared with fellow guests, 

sometimes in the dining room, 

sometimes in the open-air 

boma or in the bush. Full-board 

rates are R850 a person a night.

 

Who to contact
The sanctuary, cell 083-310-

3882. Reservations, cell  

083-459-4913, email louise@

sanwild.org or reservations@

sanwild.org, www.sanwild.org 

Need to know
Guided morning or afternoon 

game drives take place from 

both camps. Night drives and 

outings can be arranged at an 

additional cost.                   

Travel planner

Accommodation price ratings: a person a night, usually B&B, sometimes full board    under R250    R251 – R499     R500 – R750     R751 – R999     R1000+ 
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Get more online    www.getaway.co.za
           For more information or to donate money to the sanctuary,  
go to www.sanwild.org.

See competition rules on page 177.

Two nights full-board for  
two people, including game 

drives, worth R7 200, with Getaway and 
SanWild Wildlife Rehabilitation Sanctuary.

SMS Sanctuary, followed by your answer, name, email  

and postal addresses to 32697 (SMSs cost R1,50), or 

enter online at www.getaway.co.za/competitions. The

closing date is 21 February 2011. 

Q: What is the name of the second hippo to arrive  

at SanWild?

Win!
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pictured here: A pack of 
17 wild dogs that were res-
cued from neglect at a pri-
vate zoo are currently being 
rehabilitated. Once they have 
learned to hunt for them-
selves, they will be donated 
to a suit-able reserve. 
beLoW: This young leopard 
was washed down the Lim-
popo River during a flood and 
rescued by a farmer and his 
workers in Mesina, before 
being sent to SanWild. He’s 
now recovered and almost 
ready for release.
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